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   Walt  Whitman ( 1819-1892)  
• Character, literature, a society worthy the name, are yet to be establish´d...To that composite 
• American identity of the future, Spanish character will supply some of the most needed parts. No 
• stock shows a grander historic retrospect–grander in religiousness and loyalty, or for patriotism, 
• courage, decorum, gravity and honor... It is time to realize– for it is certainly true–that there will 
• not be found any more cruelty, tyranny, superstition, etc., in the résumé of past Spanish history 
• than in the corresponding résumé of Anglo-Norman history. Nay, I think there will not be found 
• so much).  
 
• As to the Spanish stock of our Southwest, it is certain to me that we do begin to appreciate the 
• splendor and sterling value of its race element. Who knows but that element, like the course of 
• some subterranean river, dipping invisibly for a hundred or two years, is now to emerge in 
• broadest flow and permanent action? 
 
• –Walt Whitman, “ The Spanish Element in Our Nationality” 1883 
Lillian Snell Home,  Granada Terrace, St Petersburg , FL  
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